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Getting started



founded in (2009 -) 2012

1.97 million members
13 church districts
980 parishes
6.500 buildings

2.600 churches and chapels
3.500 parish houses

and rectories

• decentralised ownership

• federal gov. system

• heterogenuous structure

The Nordkirche

M-V: 1.6 Mio. inhabitants
15% church membersSH: 2.9 mio. inhabitants

43% church members

HH: 1.8 Mio.  inhabitants
24% church members
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2010 – 2013 „Climate campaign“

• Promoting options for climate
friendly behaviour

• Educational programmes

• Climate change justice

• Documenting best practice

2010 – 2012 Comprehensive survey
of emissions

Phase I: awareness rasing
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2015 Climate protection law of Nordkirche 
(Klimaschutzgesetz link einfügen)

• Commitment to reach zero carbon by 2050

• Monitoring of emissions

• Climate action planning every six years

• 0.8% of church tax income reserved for climate
action (about 3 million € p.a.)

• Defines responsibilities and tasks of each
institutional level

Phase II: Setting the Framework
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Key role of church district councils and
administrations:

• services and advise for parishes

• „climate protection managers“ 

• support programmes

• disseminate solutions and successes

Challenges: 

• pay offs lag behind investments

• ongoing consensus building process

Phase III: Implementation
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Examples and lessons learnt



Parish activities
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Lichtenhagen Dorf –
Starting with a summer
garden café
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Lichtenhagen Dorf –
building a community
centre
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Lichtenhagen Dorf –
relies on solar and
geothermal heat pump
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Lichtenhagen Dorf –
house inside the house
meets efficiency goals
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Kirche Lütau
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Kirche Lütau – first to announce zero carbon goal
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Kirche Lütau –
demonstrate the
options and
possibilities



Lütau: Heating with own waste wood
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Supplying historical
monuments w/ 
renewable energy
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A first milestone
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Kirche Lütau -
communication and
education on the
climate path
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Thank you for listening
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Wir können alleine viel erreichen,

und gemeinsam schaffen wir mehr !

Annette Piening
annette.piening@umwelt.nordkirche.de
T: 040 306 20-1416

Umwelt- und Klimaschutzbüro der Nordkirche

www.kirche-fuer-klima.de


